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Karen Bass, the current Mayor of Los Angeles, has a long and
controversial history as a politician. Her past includes membership in the
Communist Party USA, support for Fidel Castro, and ties to the Nation of
Islam. This article will explore Karen Bass's past and present, and will
examine how her political views have evolved over time.

Early Life and Education

Karen Bass was born in Los Angeles in 1953. She grew up in a working-
class family and attended public schools. Bass was a bright and ambitious
student, and she went on to earn a bachelor's degree in health sciences
from California State University, Dominguez Hills. After graduating from
college, Bass worked as a social worker and community organizer.

Political Career
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Karen Bass's political career began in the early 1990s, when she was
elected to the California State Assembly. Bass served in the Assembly for
eight years, and during that time she became known for her progressive
views and her commitment to social justice. In 2004, Bass was elected to
the United States House of Representatives, where she represented
California's 37th congressional district for 12 years.

During her time in Congress, Bass was a member of the House Judiciary
Committee, the House Foreign Affairs Committee, and the Congressional
Black Caucus. She was also a co-chair of the Congressional Progressive
Caucus. Bass was a vocal critic of the Iraq War, and she supported
legislation to expand access to healthcare and education.

Controversies

Karen Bass's political career has been marked by controversy. In 1990, she
was accused of being a member of the Communist Party USA. Bass
denied the allegations, but she was subsequently expelled from the
Democratic Party. In 1999, Bass was criticized for her support of Fidel
Castro. Bass said that she admired Castro's commitment to social justice,
but she also condemned his authoritarian rule.

In 2006, Bass was criticized for her ties to the Nation of Islam. Bass said
that she had met with Louis Farrakhan, the leader of the Nation of Islam,
but she denied that she agreed with his anti-Semitic views.

Mayor of Los Angeles

In 2020, Karen Bass was elected Mayor of Los Angeles. She is the first
woman and the first African American to hold the office. As Mayor, Bass
has focused on addressing homelessness, crime, and poverty. She has



also worked to improve public transportation and create more affordable
housing.

Karen Bass is a complex and controversial figure. Her political views have
evolved over time, and she has been criticized for her past associations.
However, Bass is also a dedicated public servant who has worked tirelessly
to improve the lives of her constituents. She is a true political chameleon,
and her story is a fascinating one.
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