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The War of the Roses was a series of civil wars in England between the
House of Lancaster (represented by the Red Rose) and the House of York
(represented by the White Rose). The wars lasted for over 30 years and
resulted in the deaths of several kings and queens.

The war began in 1455 when Richard, Duke of York, claimed the throne of
England from Henry VI of Lancaster. York's claim was based on his
descent from Edward lll, the grandfather of Henry VI. Henry, however, was
supported by many powerful nobles, including the Earl of Warwick, the
"Kingmaker." Warwick helped to defeat York at the Battle of Wakefield in
1460, and Henry was restored to the throne.
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York's son, Edward, returned to England in 1461 and defeated the
Lancastrians at the Battle of Towton. Edward was then crowned King
Edward IV. Henry VI was captured and imprisoned in the Tower of London.
Warwick, who had been Edward's ally, turned against him and supported
the Lancastrians. Edward IV defeated Warwick at the Battle of Barnet in
1471. Warwick was killed in the battle, and Edward |V was restored to the
throne.

Henry VI was murdered in the Tower of London in 1471. Edward IV's son,
Edward V, succeeded him to the throne, but he was deposed by his uncle,
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, who took the throne as Richard Ill. Richard Il
was Killed at the Battle of Bosworth Field in 1485 by Henry Tudor, Earl of
Richmond. Henry Tudor was crowned King Henry VII, and the Wars of the
Roses came to an end.

The Wars of the Roses were a time of great upheaval and violence in
England. The wars caused the deaths of thousands of people, and they
also led to the downfall of the House of Lancaster and the rise of the House
of Tudor.

The Causes of the War of the Roses

There were several factors that contributed to the outbreak of the War of
the Roses. These factors included:

= The weakness of the Lancastrian monarchy. Henry VI was a weak and
indecisive king, and he was unable to control his nobles.

= The rise of the House of York. The House of York was a powerful and
ambitious family, and they were determined to claim the throne of
England.



= The rivalry between the Earl of Warwick and the Duke of York.
Warwick was the most powerful noble in England, and he supported
the House of Lancaster. York was the heir to the throne, and he was
determined to claim his birthright.

The Course of the War of the Roses

The War of the Roses was fought in a series of battles and skirmishes. The
most important battles of the war included:

= The Battle of Wakefield (1460): York was defeated and killed at the
Battle of Wakefield.

= The Battle of Towton (1461): Edward |V defeated the Lancastrians at
the Battle of Towton.

= The Battle of Barnet (1471): Edward |V defeated Warwick at the Battle
of Barnet.

= The Battle of Bosworth Field (1485): Henry Tudor defeated Richard Il
at the Battle of Bosworth Field.

The Consequences of the War of the Roses

The War of the Roses had a profound impact on England. The wars caused
the deaths of thousands of people, and they also led to the downfall of the
House of Lancaster and the rise of the House of Tudor. The Tudor dynasty
ruled England for over a century, and they brought peace and stability to
the country.

The War of the Roses is a fascinating period of English history. The wars
were a time of great upheaval and violence, but they also led to the rise of
a new dynasty and a new era of prosperity.
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