
The 1972 Munich Olympics and the Making of
Modern Germany: Weimar and Now
The 1972 Munich Olympics were a watershed moment in German history.
The Games were supposed to be a showcase for the new, democratic
Germany, but they were marred by the terrorist attack on the Israeli team
that left 11 Israelis dead. The attack had a profound impact on Germany,
both domestically and internationally. It forced the country to confront its
Nazi past and its present-day security challenges.
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In his book, The 1972 Munich Olympics and the Making of Modern
Germany: Weimar and Now, J.A. Mangan explores the complex
relationship between sports, politics, and national identity in Germany.
Mangan argues that the 1972 Olympics were a turning point in German
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history, a moment when the country began to grapple with its Nazi past and
its present-day role in the world.

Mangan's book is divided into three parts. The first part provides a historical
overview of the 1972 Olympics, from the planning stages to the aftermath
of the terrorist attack. The second part examines the impact of the
Olympics on German society, both domestically and internationally. The
third part explores the legacy of the Olympics, and its relevance to
contemporary Germany.

Mangan's book is a valuable contribution to the literature on the 1972
Munich Olympics. It is a well-researched and engagingly written account of
a complex and controversial event. Mangan's analysis is insightful, and he
provides a fresh perspective on the relationship between sports, politics,
and national identity in Germany.

The 1972 Munich Olympics: A Watershed Moment

The 1972 Munich Olympics were held from August 26 to September 11,
1972. The Games were the first to be held in Germany since the 1936
Berlin Olympics. The German government hoped that the Munich Olympics
would be a showcase for the new, democratic Germany. The Games were
to be a symbol of Germany's postwar recovery and its reintegration into the
international community.

The 1972 Munich Olympics were a major sporting event. Over 7,000
athletes from 135 countries participated in the Games. The Games were
also a major media event, with over 4,000 journalists covering the event.
The Olympics were a success in many ways. The athletes performed well,



and the Games were well-organized. However, the Games were marred by
the terrorist attack on the Israeli team.

On September 5, 1972, eight Palestinian terrorists from the Black
September group attacked the Israeli team's quarters in the Olympic
Village. The terrorists killed two Israeli athletes and took nine others
hostage. The German police attempted to rescue the hostages, but the
rescue operation ended in a bloodbath. All nine hostages were killed, along
with five terrorists and one German police officer.

The terrorist attack on the Israeli team had a profound impact on the 1972
Munich Olympics. The Games were suspended for a day, and the mood of
the event changed dramatically. The attack also had a lasting impact on
Germany. It forced the country to confront its Nazi past and its present-day
security challenges.

The Impact of the 1972 Munich Olympics on Germany

The 1972 Munich Olympics had a significant impact on Germany, both
domestically and internationally. Domestically, the attack on the Israeli team
forced Germany to confront its Nazi past. The attack raised questions
about Germany's ability to protect its Jewish citizens and about the
country's commitment to democracy.

Internationally, the 1972 Munich Olympics damaged Germany's reputation.
The attack showed that Germany was not immune to terrorism, and it
raised concerns about the country's ability to host major international
events. The attack also damaged Germany's relations with Israel.



In the years after the 1972 Munich Olympics, Germany took steps to
address the security challenges it faced. The country increased its security
spending and passed new anti-terrorism laws. Germany also worked to
improve its relations with Israel.

The 1972 Munich Olympics were a watershed moment in German history.
The terrorist attack on the Israeli team forced the country to confront its
Nazi past and its present-day security challenges. The attack also had a
lasting impact on Germany's international reputation.

The Legacy of the 1972 Munich Olympics

The 1972 Munich Olympics have a complex legacy. The Games were a
major sporting event, but they were also marred by the terrorist attack on
the Israeli team. The attack forced Germany to confront its Nazi past and
its present-day security challenges.

The 1972 Munich Olympics are a reminder of the dangers of terrorism and
the importance of international cooperation in combating terrorism. The
Games are also a reminder of the importance of human rights and the need
to protect vulnerable populations from violence and discrimination.

The legacy of the 1972 Munich Olympics is complex and multifaceted. The
Games are a reminder of the dangers of terrorism, the importance of
international cooperation, and the need to protect human rights. The
Games are also a reminder of the resilience of the human spirit and the
power of sports to bring people together.
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