
Playing the Enemy: The Trouble with Tomboys
In a world that often values femininity, being a tomboy can be a challenge.
Tomboys are often seen as being too masculine, too aggressive, and too
competitive. They may be teased or bullied by their peers, and they may
find it difficult to fit in.
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But being a tomboy can also be a source of great strength and resilience.
Tomboys are often independent, confident, and self-reliant. They are not
afraid to take risks or to challenge the status quo. They are often natural
leaders and they can be great friends and teammates.

In her new book, Playing the Enemy: The Trouble with Tomboys, author
Sarah M. S. Stryker explores the challenges and rewards of being a
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tomboy. Stryker draws on her own experiences as a tomboy, as well as the
experiences of other tomboys she has interviewed. She examines the ways
in which tomboys are often marginalized and discriminated against, and
she explores the ways in which tomboys can overcome these challenges
and thrive.

Stryker's book is a must-read for anyone who has ever been a tomboy, or
who knows a tomboy. It is a powerful and inspiring story about the
importance of being true to oneself, even when it is difficult.

The Challenges of Being a Tomboy

Tomboys often face a number of challenges, both from their peers and from
adults. Peers may tease or bully tomboys for being different, and they may
try to pressure them to conform to more feminine gender norms. Adults
may also discourage tomboys from pursuing their interests in sports or
other traditionally masculine activities. This can make it difficult for tomboys
to develop a positive sense of self-esteem and to feel like they belong.

In addition to the challenges they face from others, tomboys may also
struggle with their own internal conflicts. They may feel like they are not
feminine enough, or they may worry that they will never be accepted by
their peers. These conflicts can lead to feelings of anxiety, depression, and
isolation.

The Rewards of Being a Tomboy

Despite the challenges they face, tomboys can also experience a number
of rewards. Tomboys are often independent, confident, and self-reliant.
They are not afraid to take risks or to challenge the status quo. They are
often natural leaders and they can be great friends and teammates.



Tomboys also have a unique perspective on the world. They are not bound
by the same gender norms as their more feminine peers, and this can give
them a more open and accepting view of the world. Tomboys are often
more aware of the injustices that exist in the world, and they are more likely
to speak out against them.

Overcoming the Challenges

If you are a tomboy, or if you know a tomboy, there are a number of things
you can do to overcome the challenges you face. First, it is important to be
true to yourself. Do not try to conform to gender norms that do not fit you.
Be proud of who you are and do not be afraid to express yourself.

Second, it is important to find a support system. Surround yourself with
people who accept you for who you are. These people can provide you with
emotional support and encouragement, and they can help you to feel like
you belong.

Finally, it is important to be an advocate for yourself. Do not be afraid to
speak out against discrimination or harassment. You have the right to be
treated with respect, and you should not allow anyone to tell you otherwise.

Being a tomboy can be a challenge, but it can also be a source of great
strength and resilience. If you are a tomboy, be proud of who you are and
do not let anyone tell you otherwise.
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