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In the face of ever-evolving threats, ensuring the safety and security of our
communities demands proactive preparedness. Biological warfare, a grave
and potentially devastating form of attack, requires a multifaceted and
comprehensive approach to mitigation. FM 11-86, a pivotal military guide,
serves as an indispensable resource for understanding the tactics,
techniques, and procedures crucial for countering biological hazards.

Understanding Biological Warfare

Biological warfare harnesses the destructive power of microorganisms or
toxins to cause illness or death. These agents, ranging from bacteria and
viruses to fungi and toxins, can be dispersed through various means,
including aerosols, food contamination, and waterborne transmission. The
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consequences of a biological attack can be catastrophic, affecting not only
the immediate victims but also the broader population and infrastructure.

FM 11-86 provides a comprehensive overview of biological warfare agents,
their characteristics, and potential effects. It equips readers with the
knowledge necessary to identify, assess, and respond effectively to
biological threats.

Multiservice Tactics and Techniques

FM 11-86 outlines a multiservice approach to countering biological warfare.
It emphasizes the collaborative efforts of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and
Marine Corps, leveraging their unique capabilities to mitigate threats. The
guide covers essential tactics and techniques, including:

Surveillance and detection: Identifying and monitoring potential
biological threats through advanced surveillance systems and
diagnostic tools.

Containment and isolation: Restricting the spread of biological
agents by establishing quarantine zones, implementing travel
restrictions, and isolating infected individuals.

Decontamination: Removing or neutralizing biological agents from
personnel, equipment, and the environment using specialized
decontamination procedures.

Medical countermeasures: Administering vaccines, antibiotics, or
antiviral medications to protect personnel and treat infected individuals.

Information operations: Countering misinformation and promoting
accurate information about biological threats to maintain public safety



and trust.

Procedures for Biological Defense

Beyond tactics and techniques, FM 11-86 establishes clear procedures for
biological defense. These procedures outline the responsibilities of various
military units and organizations, ensuring a coordinated and effective
response to biological threats. Key procedures include:

Command and control: Establishing a centralized command
structure to coordinate response efforts and allocate resources.

Incident response: Developing and implementing response plans for
biological incidents, including containment, decontamination, and
medical treatment.

Training and exercises: Conducting regular training and exercises to
enhance personnel proficiency and ensure preparedness.

Logistics and support: Providing logistical support, including
equipment, supplies, and transportation, to facilitate response efforts.

Interagency cooperation: Coordinating with civilian agencies, such
as the CDC and FEMA, to share information and resources.

FM 11-86 is an indispensable guide for safeguarding against biological
threats. Its comprehensive coverage of tactics, techniques, and procedures
empowers military personnel and civilian responders to effectively identify,
assess, and mitigate biological hazards. By understanding the principles
outlined in this guide, we can enhance our preparedness and resilience
against the grave threat of biological warfare.



For those seeking a deeper understanding of biological warfare and its
implications, FM 11-86 is an invaluable resource. Its detailed content
provides a solid foundation for developing effective strategies and policies
to protect our communities and ensure public safety.

Remember, knowledge is the most potent weapon in the fight against
biological warfare. By mastering the tactics, techniques, and procedures
outlined in FM 11-86, we can safeguard our communities and ensure a
safer and more secure future.

Additional Resources

CDC: Bioterrorism

FEMA: Bioterrorism Preparedness

DoD Directive 3210.08: Chemical and Biological Warfare
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