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A Child of Wonder

James Maury Henson was born on September 24, 1936, in Greenville,
Mississippi. From a young age, he displayed an unyielding curiosity and
imagination. He loved drawing and creating puppets, and would spend
hours lost in his own world of make-believe.

As a teenager, Henson enrolled in the University of Maryland, where he
studied art and design. It was during this time that he met his future wife,
Jane Nebel. Together, they shared a passion for the art of puppetry and
began experimenting with different techniques.

The Birth of the Muppets

In 1955, Henson and Nebel created a series of short puppet films for a
local television station. These films featured a cast of quirky and
unforgettable characters, including Kermit the Frog, Miss Piggy, and Fozzie
Bear.

In the early 1960s, Henson formed the Muppets, Inc. production company
and relocated to New York City. There, he landed a groundbreaking deal
with the Children's Television Workshop to create a new educational
children's show called "Sesame Street."
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"Sesame Street" debuted in 1969 and quickly became a cultural
phenomenon. The show's innovative blend of educational content and
whimsical puppetry captivated children and adults alike. The Muppets
became household names, and Henson's reputation as a master puppeteer
skyrocketed.

Beyond "Sesame Street"

Henson's creative vision extended far beyond "Sesame Street." In the
1980s, he produced a series of groundbreaking fantasy films, including
"The Dark Crystal" and "Labyrinth." These films showcased his exceptional
artistry and storytelling abilities, and solidified his legacy as a pioneer in the
world of puppetry.

The Legacy of a Visionary

Jim Henson passed away tragically in 1990 at the age of 53. However, his
legacy continues to live on through his beloved Muppets and the countless
lives he touched through his groundbreaking work.

Henson's creations have brought joy, laughter, and inspiration to
generations. His Muppets have become iconic symbols of creativity,
imagination, and the power of storytelling.

Jim Henson was a visionary artist whose passion for puppets transformed
the world of entertainment. From his humble beginnings in Mississippi to
his groundbreaking achievements on "Sesame Street" and beyond,
Henson's journey is a testament to the transformative power of imagination
and the enduring legacy of those who dare to follow their dreams.



Whether you're a lifelong fan of the Muppets or simply appreciate the art of
puppetry, the story of Jim Henson is one that will inspire you to embrace
your own creativity and strive for greatness.
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