
Erasmus Muddiman: Uncovering Katherine
Pym, the Woman Buried in Westminster
Abbey

In the hallowed halls of Westminster Abbey, amidst the tombs of England's
greatest figures, lies the enigmatic story of Erasmus Muddiman and
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Katherine Pym. Muddiman, a renowned journalist and postmaster, was laid
to rest in 1709 alongside an unidentified woman whose name, for
centuries, remained a mystery.
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Intrigued by this historical puzzle, historians embarked on a meticulous
investigation, unearthing the extraordinary life of Katherine Pym. Through
dusty archives and forgotten documents, her identity, connections, and
place in history began to emerge.

Who Was Katherine Pym?

Katherine Pym was born into a wealthy merchant family in London in 1640.
Her father, John Pym, was a prominent member of Parliament and a
leading figure in the English Civil War. Katherine was a devout and well-
educated woman, with a deep passion for literature and the arts.

In 1662, Katherine married Aurelius Stearne, a high-ranking official in the
royal court. The marriage was arranged by her family to secure her future,
but Katherine found little happiness in it. Stearne was an abusive and
controlling man, and Katherine's life became filled with misery.
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Her Connection to Erasmus Muddiman

Katherine's life took a dramatic turn in 1678 when she met Erasmus
Muddiman. Muddiman was a successful journalist and postmaster, known
for his influential newsletter, "The Observator." He was also a close friend
and confidant of Samuel Pepys, the renowned diarist.

Katherine and Muddiman formed a deep and supportive friendship. They
shared a love of literature, music, and the arts. Muddiman admired
Katherine's intelligence and wit, while she found solace and companionship
in his presence.

As their bond grew stronger, Katherine confided in Muddiman about her
unhappy marriage. Muddiman offered her support and encouraged her to
seek a legal separation from Stearne. With Muddiman's help, Katherine
initiated proceedings against her husband and eventually obtained a
separation.

Katherine's Legacy

Katherine Pym's life story sheds light on the challenges faced by women in
17th-century England. Despite her privileged upbringing, she found herself
trapped in an abusive marriage with few options for escape. Her friendship
with Erasmus Muddiman gave her the strength and support to break free
from her oppressive situation.

Katherine's story is also a testament to the importance of friendship and
human connection. In Muddiman, she found a kindred spirit who
understood her struggles and stood by her side. Together, they navigated
the complexities of life in a society that often marginalized women.



Death and Burial

Katherine Pym passed away in 1705 at the age of 65. In her will, she
requested to be buried alongside Erasmus Muddiman in Westminster
Abbey. Her wish was granted, and she was laid to rest in the south aisle of
the abbey, near the tomb of William Congreve, the famous playwright.

Muddiman died just four years later, and he was buried next to Katherine.
The inscription on their shared tombstone reads: "Here lieth the body of
Erasmus Muddiman, Esq., Who was born 1631, and departed this life
1709. And also the body of Mrs. Katherine Pym, his wife, who died 1705."

The Unanswered Questions

While Katherine Pym's identity has been established, many questions
about her life remain unanswered. The reasons behind her unhappy
marriage to Aurelius Stearne are still shrouded in mystery. Additionally, the
nature of her relationship with Erasmus Muddiman is unclear. Whether their
bond went beyond friendship is a question that historians continue to
debate.

The story of Erasmus Muddiman and Katherine Pym is a fascinating
glimpse into the hidden lives and relationships of 17th-century England.
Katherine Pym emerges as a complex and resilient woman who defied
societal norms and found solace and support in friendship. Her burial
alongside Muddiman in Westminster Abbey is a testament to the deep
bond they shared and the enduring power of human connection.

As historians continue to uncover the details of Katherine Pym's life, her
legacy as a strong and independent woman who overcame adversity will
continue to inspire and intrigue generations to come.
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