
Declaration of Independents: Part 1996-2000,
The Fight Age
An Engaging Exploration of American Politics and the Rise of
Independent Candidates

In the tumultuous political landscape of the late 20th century, a growing
number of Americans were disillusioned with the two major political parties.
This dissatisfaction gave rise to a surge in independent candidates, who
challenged the status quo and sought to represent the voices of those who
felt marginalized by the traditional party system.

Declaration of Independents: Part 1996-2000, The Fight Age, is a
comprehensive and engaging exploration of this pivotal period in American
politics. Drawing on extensive research and firsthand accounts, this book
provides a detailed account of the rise of independent candidates, their
impact on the political landscape, and the challenges they faced.
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The Rise of Independent Candidates: A Challenge to the Two-Party
System

Since the early days of the republic, third-party and independent
candidates have played a role in American politics. However, it was not
until the late 20th century that independent candidates began to emerge as
a significant force.

A number of factors contributed to the rise of independent candidates in the
1990s and 2000s. These included:

Growing dissatisfaction with the two major parties: Many
Americans felt that the Democratic and Republican parties were out of
touch with their concerns. They saw the parties as more interested in
partisan bickering than in solving real problems.

The rise of the "New Media": The advent of the internet and social
media made it easier for independent candidates to reach voters and
bypass the traditional party machinery.

The emergence of charismatic independent leaders: Ross Perot,
Ralph Nader, and Jesse Ventura were among the most prominent
independent candidates of this era. These individuals captured the
imagination of voters and fueled the movement for independent
politics.

The Fight Age: Independent Candidates Battle for Recognition

The rise of independent candidates was met with resistance from the two
major parties. The Democrats and Republicans saw independent
candidates as a threat to their power and sought to marginalize them.



Independent candidates faced a number of challenges, including:

Lack of access to funding: Independent candidates typically had far
less money than their party-backed opponents.

Limited media coverage: The mainstream media often gave short
shrift to independent candidates, focusing instead on the candidates of
the two major parties.

Voter resistance: Many voters were reluctant to vote for independent
candidates, fearing that their votes would be wasted.

Despite these challenges, independent candidates made significant gains
in the 1990s and 2000s.

Ross Perot, a Texas billionaire, ran as an independent candidate for
president in 1992 and 1996. He won 19% of the popular vote in 1992,
the highest percentage for an independent candidate since Theodore
Roosevelt in 1912.

Ralph Nader, a consumer advocate, ran as an independent candidate
for president in 2000. He won 2.7% of the popular vote, possibly
costing Al Gore the election.

Jesse Ventura, a former professional wrestler, was elected governor
of Minnesota as an independent candidate in 1998. He served two
terms in office.

The Impact of Independent Candidates: A Changing Political
Landscape

The rise of independent candidates has had a significant impact on the
American political landscape.



Greater voter choice: Independent candidates provide voters with
more options beyond the two major parties.

Increased accountability: The presence of independent candidates
forces the two major parties to be more responsive to the needs of
voters.

Potential for political change: Independent candidates can challenge
the status quo and bring new ideas to the political debate.

While independent candidates face significant challenges, they have
demonstrated a growing ability to win elections and influence public policy.
As the American political landscape continues to evolve, independent
candidates are likely to play an increasingly important role.

: The Fight for Independent Politics

Declaration of Independents: Part 1996-2000, The Fight Age is a
valuable resource for anyone interested in the history of independent
politics in America. This book provides a comprehensive and engaging
account of the rise of independent candidates, their impact on the political
landscape, and the challenges they faced.

The fight for independent politics is an ongoing one. As the two major
parties continue to struggle with voter dissatisfaction, independent
candidates are likely to play an increasingly important role in American
democracy.

Free Download your copy of Declaration of Independents: Part 1996-
2000, The Fight Age today and learn more about this pivotal period in
American politics.
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