
Animals Work: The Promise of Interspecies
Solidarity
Animals have always worked alongside humans. They have helped us to
farm, fish, hunt, and travel. They have also provided us with
companionship, emotional support, and even medical assistance.
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In recent years, there has been growing interest in the ways in which
animals work and the potential for interspecies solidarity. This interest has
been sparked by a number of factors, including the rise of the animal rights
movement, the growing awareness of the environmental impact of animal
agriculture, and the increasing popularity of veganism.

In her groundbreaking book, Animals Work: The Promise of Interspecies
Solidarity, Lori Gruen argues that animals are not simply resources to be
exploited but rather sentient beings with whom we can build mutually
beneficial relationships.
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Gruen draws on a wide range of examples to illustrate her point. She
discusses the ways in which animals help with farming and fishing, as well
as the role that animals play in providing companionship and emotional
support. She also examines the ways in which animals are used in medical
research and testing.

Gruen's book is a powerful indictment of the ways in which animals are
often treated. She argues that we need to move beyond a view of animals
as mere commodities and start to see them as beings with whom we can
share our lives.

Animals Work is a must-read for anyone who cares about animals or the
future of our planet.

Interspecies Solidarity

Interspecies solidarity is the idea that humans and animals are part of a
shared community and that we have a responsibility to treat each other with
respect and compassion.

The concept of interspecies solidarity is based on the recognition that
animals are sentient beings who are capable of experiencing pain,
suffering, and joy. They are not simply resources to be exploited for our
own benefit.

Interspecies solidarity has a long history, dating back to the ancient Greeks
and Romans. However, it was not until the 19th century that the idea began
to gain widespread acceptance.



In the 21st century, interspecies solidarity is more important than ever. The
human population is growing rapidly, and we are putting increasing
pressure on the environment. This is having a devastating impact on
animals, who are losing their habitats and facing extinction.

Interspecies solidarity offers a way to build a more just and sustainable
world for both humans and animals.

How to Practice Interspecies Solidarity

There are many ways to practice interspecies solidarity. Here are a few
ideas:

Choose to eat a plant-based diet

Adopt a companion animal

Volunteer at an animal shelter or rescue organization

Support organizations that work to protect animals

Educate yourself about animal rights and welfare issues

By taking these steps, we can help to create a more just and
compassionate world for all.
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