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The CEM tests are a series of challenging and highly competitive exams
used by many secondary schools in the UK for student selection. Problem-
solving skills are a crucial aspect of these tests, and students who excel in
this area have a significant advantage.

In this guide, we will explore 11 proven strategies that can help your child
boost their problem-solving skills and maximize their CEM test scores.
These strategies have been developed by experts in the field of education
and are based on the latest research on effective learning and test
preparation.
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1. Understand the Test Format and Question Types
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Familiarize your child with the structure and content of the CEM tests.
This includes understanding the different question types, time limits,
and marking schemes.

2. Develop Strong Reasoning Skills

Problem-solving requires strong reasoning skills, such as logical
thinking, critical analysis, and pattern recognition. Encourage your child
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to engage in activities that develop these skills, such as puzzles, brain
teasers, and logic games.

3. Practice Regularly

Regular practice is essential for improving problem-solving abilities.
Provide your child with plenty of opportunities to solve problems, both
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timed and untimed. Use CEM practice tests and workbooks to simulate
the real test experience.

4. Focus on Understanding, Not Memorization

It is important to focus on helping your child understand the underlying
concepts behind the problems, rather than simply memorizing solutions.
Encourage them to break down problems into smaller steps and to
identify the key information.
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5. Teach Problem-Solving Strategies

Introduce your child to problem-solving strategies such as guess and
check, working backwards, and using logical reasoning. These
strategies can provide a structured approach to solving problems and
help children develop a more efficient thought process.
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6. Identify Areas for Improvement

Analyze your child's practice tests to identify areas where they need
improvement. Focus on specific question types or problem-solving
techniques that they struggle with. This will allow you to tailor your
preparation to address their individual needs.
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7. Develop Time Management Skills

Time management is crucial in the CEM tests. Teach your child to
allocate their time wisely and to prioritize questions based on difficulty.
Practice under timed conditions to simulate the pressure of the actual
test.
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8. Build Confidence and Motivation

A positive attitude and belief in their abilities can significantly boost a
child's performance. Encourage your child to set realistic goals and to
focus on their progress rather than setbacks. Celebrate their successes
and provide constructive feedback to help them grow.
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9. Seek Professional Help if Needed

If your child is struggling with problem-solving or other aspects of the
CEM tests, consider seeking professional help from a tutor or
educational specialist. They can provide personalized guidance and
support to help your child overcome their challenges.
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10. Create a Positive Learning Environment

Provide your child with a supportive and encouraging learning
environment. This means creating a space where they feel comfortable
asking questions, making mistakes, and exploring new ideas.
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11. Stay Updated on the Latest Resources

The CEM tests are constantly evolving, so it is important to stay
updated on the latest resources and materials available. This includes
practice materials, online resources, and information on any changes to
the test format or content.
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Problem-solving is a critical skill for success in the CEM tests and beyond.
By implementing the 11 strategies outlined in this guide, you can help your
child develop the problem-solving abilities they need to excel in these
challenging exams.

Remember that preparation is key. Encourage your child to practice
regularly, build their confidence, and stay motivated throughout the
preparation process. With hard work and dedication, they can achieve their
full potential in the CEM tests and set themselves up for success in their
future academic endeavors.
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